Welcome
The study of automated Natural Language Generation has had a long and varied history. Usually overshadowed by larger efforts in parsing, semantic analysis, grammar development, lexical studies, and lately statistical processing, progress is slower in NLG than in some other areas of Computational Linguistics. And though the importance of the topic has always been recognized, the difficulty of the topic has usually not been appreciated by most people not directly involved with generation. Undeservedly, generation is often seen as somewhat easier than parsing and semantic analysis, simply because it is easier to build a low-quality realizer than a low-quality parser or analyzer. But when the stages of text planning and sentence planning are factored in, and the problem of expressive variation is faced, the true complexity of generation becomes apparent. That's when one sees the need for much deeper theories of discourse, lexis, and pragmatics than are currently available! NLG has been fortunate, though, in having a dedicated and loyal core set of practitioners. Their ongoing concern is reflected in the active workshop series. About a decade after some of the first papers on sentence generation appeared, the first NLG Workshop was held. Soon, the international workshops became a regular biennial series, alternating between North America and Europe. From the rather modest beginning as a small workshop in Germany in 1983, the INLG workshop has become a sought-after event, regularly attended by around 60 researchers: Stettenfels, Germany (1983); Stanford University, California (1984) ; Nijmegen, The Netherlands (1986); Santa Catalina Island, California (1988) ; ~ Dawson, • Pennsylvania (1990) ; Trento, Italy (1992) , Kennebunkport, Maine (1994) ; Herstmonceaux, England (1996) ; Niagara-on-the-Lake, Canada (1998).
• In addition, the European workshops, held in the intervening years since 1987, have also become an ongoing series.
We are in the fortunate position today of being able to wonder whether we should change the workshops into conferences. This year, an unprecedentedly large number of papers was st/bmitted. Registration soon reached capacity• O f near 100. The traditional number of around 60 attendees seems to be a thing• of the past. New projects, on all aspects of NLG, seem to be thriving.
There are also encouraging signs of awareness of the need to fund NLG research, and of its practical utility in commercial systems. The European Union, some European countries, some larger Japanes e software companies, and the Canadian Goyernment have shown continued willingness to fund NLG. Even the decade-long absence of funding from the larger US funding agencies may perhaps soon come to an end. 
